Arisaig Shorefront Project - Design and Access Statement

Background
The Arisaig Shorefront Project is to be delivered by the Arisaig Community Trust (ACT) in
partnership with the Highland Council and is to be part funded by the Rural Tourism
Infrastructure Fund (RTIF). The project is seen by ACT as a first step towards better visitor
traffic management for the village. A concurrent project is the development of an aire style
overnight motorhome parking facility which can be also used as a park and ride site for day
time use.
The Area Today
The area in question is opposite the village Spar between the B8088 and the sea. There is
currently a small car park (seven spaces) and some green space with a few old and worn
benches and picnic tables. The car park has not been maintained in recent years and as a
result is rough and has many potholes, Figure 1. Three large wheeled bins are sited here
and are frequently over filled in the summer months. The paths across the green space are
narrow and uneven with a steep camber in places, they do not meet modern accessibility
standards. There are some old and badly faded interpretation and information boards,
Figure 2 (overleaf) and some galvanised ironwork of unknown origin and use protruding
from the ground. Over time the B8088 verge at the West end of the site has been eroded
and claimed by vehicles as parking space, Figure 3 (overleaf).

Figure 1: Existing Car Park Surface & Unsightly Large Bins
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Figure 2: Old Interpretation Board and Bench

Figure 3: Vehicles Parked on Damaged Verge
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Aim
The overall aim of the project is to improve the appearance of an area in the centre of the
village of Arisaig, to create some additional parking spaces and to improve parking
management. On completion the project will have delivered:
●
●
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A wider car park with three additional spaces.
A new disabled parking space close to the Spar shop.
A resurfaced car park with the parking bays surfaced with gravel in a retention grid,
the first 6m adjacent to the B8088 will be surfaced in bitmac.
New car park management signage to limit use to short stay (2 hours) and direct long
stay users to alternative car parks.
A relaid, levelled and widened footpath.
The reclamation of some green space that has been eroded by cars parking on the
verge. This will emphasise the site of the Czech SOE war memorial.
The addition of planters to stop cars parking on and eroding the verge.
The reclamation of some green space by reducing the depth of the existing car park.
The installation of new picnic tables and benches.
The installation of an interpretive seating area which will provide information on the
locale, flora and fauna.
A small coastal garden between the car park and the footpath.
New bike stands for a total of 12 bikes.
New picnic tables and benches.
A wooden bin store with a green roof for three 1100 ltr wheeled bins currently sited in
the existing car park.

Accessibility
During design development, advice was sought from the Chair of the Lochaber Disability
Access Panel. His input has been incorporated and the design features:
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

A disabled parking space as close to the village shop as is reasonably possible. It
will be sited opposite an existing drop kerb and have space on both sides of the
vehicle bay for a wheelchair (overall width is 4.8m).
Level, fully accessible footpaths, 1.2m wide.
Level access from the village centre bus stop and the disabled parking space to the
footpaths, benches and one of the new picnic tables
A raised kerb installed along one edge of the footpaths for cane users.
Footpaths in colours that contrast with the surfaces on either side.
An accessible picnic table in a level, paved area.
Space adjacent to three of the benches for a wheelchair to park.

Design
The proposed design will create a coherent area that can be enjoyed by both residents and
visitors. The village centre has little green space and what there is is highly valued by the
residents and obviously enjoyed by visitors. By reducing the depth of the car park the green
space between it and the shore will be enlarged although some will be lost by widening it to
create an additional three spaces. Over recent years the verge opposite the village bottle
bank (to the North of the Czech war memorial) has been eroded by vehicles parking on it.
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Planters placed along the roadside will prevent such parking and the area will be skimmed
with topsoil and seeded with grass to reclaim it. An additional picnic table will be sited in
here.
At the eastern side of the area a new, stone, seating feature will include interpretation boards
to inform people on the local area and its flora and fauna. Detail on the seating will be a
ceramic mosaic to be developed by a local artist in conjunction with the local community, in
particular the younger members.
Part of the path running parallel to the shore will be laid in pavers so creating an opportunity
for people to sponsor the project by having a name engraved on one of these pavers. This
will be the “Build the Future” path and is designed to inspire people to look forward whilst
remembering the past. The remainder of the paths will be laid in resin bound grey aggregate
to complement the natural stone and the grey of the Czech war memorial. All paths will be
fully accessible.
The three large (1100 ltr) wheeled bins that are currently in the car park will be re-sited in a
new wooden store with a green roof. The roof will be covered with salt tolerant plants
chosen to attract bees and other pollinators.
With the exception of the natural stone pavers for the “Build the Future” path the stone used
on the site will be from local sources to blend with the natural stone in the area. A planned
development of letting units adjacent to the Arisaig Hotel is a potential extraction site for this
stone. The bin store will be clad in Scottish larch, sourced as locally as possible.
Cycling is increasing in popularity and each year sees more people arriving in Arisaig by
bicycle. To encourage and facilitate this trend bike stands will provide these visitors
somewhere to park whilst they spend time in the village centre. The design shows two
stands and there is space for at least two more, if demand dictates.
The addition of motorhome parking or many more car parking spaces would have a highly
detrimental impact on this cherished space and it was decided early in the design
consultation that a significant increase in parking space would be avoided. To this end the
scheme is the first step towards better parking management for the village and to a certain
extent, the wider area.
There are two other village centre car parks and these are currently somewhat underused,
one at the Land Sea and Islands Centre (LSIC) and the other at the disused Health Centre.
ACT controls the LSIC car park and it is hoped to gain approval from the NHS to use some
of the Health Centre car park as overspill parking in the peak months. Improved signage in
the village will direct long term parking (over two hours) to these areas.
ACT is also trying to acquire a site adjacent to the A830 Kinloid junction to develop as an
aire. The hardstanding necessary for overnight motorhome parking can be also utilised as
long term parking for day time use. The site is about a fifteen minute walk from the village
centre and ultimately it is hoped to procure an electric minibus for park and ride use. This
parking could also serve the local beaches so relieving some pressure from the B8088.
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